


The tragedy is that proven solutions to these child killers already exist. They

include access to good food, clean water, sanitation and basic health care

including access to immunisations, vitamins and birth attendants. The main

barriers to their use are:

® The low priority governments give to ensuring basic health of children and
mothers, particularly for those living in poverty and rural areas.

® The lack of consistent and reliable funding of key health needs of children
and mothers.

We cannot afford to waste any more time or resources.

World Vision wants the national leaders know that the deaths of nine million
children — most from preventable causes — is not acceptable, and that they
must do whatever they can to guarantee child health now. World Vision
believes that there are five concrete steps government must take to guarantee
child health now:

1. Countries develop national plans of action to specifically address
under-five mortality. These plans would address both the direct and
indirect causes of deaths. The development of these plans would be done
with key stakeholders.

2. Donor countries will fund the implementation of national plans of action.

This funding must be predictable, well coordinated and timely and

encourages effective budgeting and monitoring.

There must be equal access to health care for all citizens.

4. Neglected disease such as pneumonia and diarrhoea must be addressed
through national plans.

5. There must be comprehensive monitoring and accountability for national
plans that includes the collection of local level data and the involvement of
communities.
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It is our hope that you and the United Nations will make every effort to
encourage its members to address the issue. Global efforts to tackle millions of
preventable child and maternal deaths will fail unless world leaders act
immediately to invest financially, and work together more effectively in
healthcare at national, family and community levels.

How will history judge us for failing to protect the most basic of human rights,
that of life itself? The moment for action is now.

Together, we can make a difference and play a role in reducing the under-five
mortality rate by two-thirds by 2015.

Sincerely yours,

[ 0% (N

Kevin Chiu
Chief Executive Officer
World Vision Hong Kong

cc Kevin Jenkins, President and CEQ, World Vision International

Incl. A letter written by the nine-year-old boy Jong-Min (Jason) Choi
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Tel: (852) 2394 4101

Fax: (852) 2394 0566

www.worldvision.org.hk
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World Vision Hong Kong, incorporated with limited liability, is a Christian humanitarian organisation working to create lasting change in the lives of children, families and communities living in poverty.
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